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GENTLEMEN, 


: AS. GaGrD to you by every ſenti- 

ment of affection and eſteem 3; 
united with you in the ſame political 
principles and ideas of the conſtitution; 
I need not profeſs my zeal for your inter- 
eſts and honour. I have always acted 
with you, and can now look back with 
pleaſure on our paſt conduct. I find it 
ſteady and uniform, except in one in- 


ſtance, when we were firſt inſenſibly en- 


gaged, and afterwards as inſenſibly car- 
ried too far in ſupport of the War in 
Germany, I make this acknowledg- 
ment, without apprehenſion of offen- 
ding, as I know your opinions upon that 
ſubject. But a new and extraordinary 
criſis of affairs is coming forward, Which 
will call upon us to maintain the imeg- 
tity of our political principles and cha- 

A 2 A 


* 


tacter. | I am s chorefarts sbs to lay ; 
before you ſuch Reaſons, as, in my o- 
pinion, ought to influence our future 
conduct and engagements,' with reg ard 
to the firange things that are paſting 
here. 

An 2 is forming againſt the 
meaſures of government. Such is the 
language of ſome people to expreſs a 
3 diſlike to miniſters, or a conteſt 
or power, for places and employments. 
Could I think it perfectly decent, I would 
rather call the preſent oppoſition a for- 
med defign againſt his MajzsTY's inde- 

pendance, and liberty i in exerciſing the 
05 7 conſtitutional prerogatives of his 
crown. The declared BY avowed in 
tention of the great perſons engaged i in 
it, is to command the preſent, reign, and 
dictate, to, their Sovereign ; 3 bumbly to 
inform him, to. whom he ſhall give, not- 
only. the direction of the public Affairs, | 
but. even, his private affection and eltern. | 

Two noble perſons, and x third; Aa 
more noble, have declared themſelves 
the patrons and leaders of this o poſiti- 
on. The two firſt appear in oppo 


2.44 


of the hig intereſt, and the old Eng- 
liſh 


[3]. 


liſh fauillies, formerly. diflinnaifite by 
that denomination... They complain, 
that the tories, by which title they mean 
to diſtinguiſh the country-gentlemen; 
to whom I am writing, are received by 
the preſent adminiſtration into dthees of 
balk; and confidence ; or what, perhaps, 
in ſpight of the ſpirit of reſigning, they 
more reſent, into places of profit in the 
ſtate. Fbus have they revived thoſe 
unhappy diſtinctions, under which our 
fathers were enliſted, and engaged in 
al moſt civil war. The noble perſons 
would renew this war, and, in contra- 
diction to all conftitmional principles, 
would narrow the bounds of majeſty, 
and confitie its cares, its attention; and 
its bounty, to a part, which oughit to 
be diffuſed through the whole, of the 
nation. Thus would they make their ſov⸗ 
ereign, in Hamlet's ans a king of 
ſhreds and patches, inſtead: of the com - 
mon father and monarch of his people; 
Another of their complaints is truly 
moſt unaccountable, that his Mags 
in proof of his firſt declaration to his 
parliament, is indeed 4 Briton ; true to 


the intereſts of his native country, and 
uninfluenced 
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'I 6] 
uninfluenced "A any predilection for 
Hanover. An attachment to German 
meaſures was the deepeſt ſtain of the 
two late reigns. When his preſent Ma- 
JEsTyY came to the Throne, he found us 
- Involved in a continental war, to which 
the deareſt intereſts of this nation had 
been ſacrificed. The dignity and honour 
of the kingdom were ignominiouſly a- 
bandoned, by treaty, tothe inſolence and 
arrogance 'of- the King of Pruſſia. May 
no ſuch treaty ever appear again, to 
| ſtain and darken the glorysf the Britiſh 
annals | in this fituation, our ſovereign, 
gracious and good, would have given 
up Hanover to the welfare of his native 
country. He would have put an end 
to the German war. Impoſſible. He 
would have recalled his Britiſh troops. 
Impracticable. This continental miſ- 
chief hung, like a dead weight, im- 
moveable, upon all other operations 
the war. It lay equally heavy upon the 
negotiations of peace, and em boldened 
our enemies to refuſe us thoſe terms, 
which we had a right from our ſucceſſes 
in every part of 3 world, to demand. 
But, if the noble perſons have founded 
their 


17 
their oppoſition upon theſe complaints 
againſt their ſovereign, what wonders 
of political architecture may we not ex- 
pect, when they raiſe the ſuperſtructure 
of ſaction upon ſuch a foundation ? _ 
But, in truth, what do they propoſe? 
That one of them ſhould indulge his 
natural diſpoſition, and pleaſe himſelf 
with the hopes of finding his account in 
tumults and confuſion; in parliamenta- 
ry diſputes, and the riots of elections, 
is nothing wonderful. They may recall 
a momentary youth, and bring back to 
his imagination thoſe illuſtrious ſcenes, 
in which he firſt diſplayed his political 
abilities. Experience then taught him the 
value of theſe active virtues, and habit- 
ude has confirmed him in his good opi- 
nion of their merit. Even age, and 
its unavoidable infirmities, have not 
convinced him of the breach of cha- 
racter, in engaging again in the conteſts 
of ambition with people, who are only 
entering on this buſy tumultuous ſcene. 
I do not mean to blame, and 1 ſhall not 
preſume to pity him. 
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| Whoever bas not in himſelf, and bis 
0W71 underſtand; ug, the reſources of re- 


tirement and fetf- enjoyment, is allowed 


40 ge abroad at whatever indecent hour, 
for amuſement and diffipation. His age, 
however, might juſtly. ftarile the moſf 
fan ouine ſpirits, _ found their future 

hopes of ambition upon a life of more than 
threeſtore and ten. But ſome gentlemen, 


furely influenced, rather by a principle of 


gratitude, than' an y reaſonable appear- 
ance of his ſutceſs in this deſperate pro- 
fe, haue reſfigned their employments, 
uſeful at leaſt, if not abſalutely neceſſary 
to their economy. What have they to 
expeft from a life of leventy years, ani- 
mated by the ſhort and waſting vigour of 
the rage of ro nn; an unnatural 


ambition? 

The ſecond nadie Parifea 15 s of 2 di Fer- 
ent a character, jo naturally an enemy to 
violent and precipitate councils, that it is 
amazing, by what influences: he could be 
wrought to engage in the preſent ſyſtem of 
oppofition. He certainly does not foreſee 
the unhappy conſequences, into which he 


will unavoidably, and without a poſſibility 
5 


[9] 


of ret eating, 1 led by theſe engagements. 
H, E, who loves his Country, and reveres 
the conflitution, is expoſing. them both to 
certain confuſion, and at leaf, probable 
; diftreſs. There is another ci ircumſiance, 
with regard to this noble Perſon, not a 
little ſingular. I, ith all  affiition and 
reverence for his  Majzfty, be, 1s entering 
into league and amity with a party, . wha 
are determined to diſtreſs. his m/s oe 
and inſult his adminiftration.. | 
1 wholly foreign to the 8 of this 
ler to enquire into the. 8 EO Eegs 

cake of his reſignation | or. Dijmuſſio ton. 
hope, however, he does not think, it 5 
Fe of ſubjet#s, only, to reſent, and that 
Princes are to be inſenfible to the neglect of 
duty, and the indecent bebuviour. of their 
ſervants. . But if the noble. Perſon founds 
bis oppoſition upon the indignity, whether 
real or ſup poſed, with which he has been 
treated, where, ſhall we fix our ideas of 
virtue, particularly, that fr of virtues, 
the love of our country, X when a man {ball 
dare to b. his private reſentment, as a 
Juſifiable reaſon for his oppofing Publi ck 
© #eaſures Upon this plea, the late Lord 
B Bolingbroke 


[ 20 ] 


Bolingbroke has jullifi: >4 his entering into 
the ſervice of tbe Pretender, and hi 5 Hab 


f ii. Bu. an nc cient family i is 4 15 
honoured by ſuch an indi ignity..” Wi at- 


riobt has any man t9 lead 1 the merit and 


bie of his anceflors, who 'has himſelf 


deviate from that line of conduct, which 
they thourht duty to their ſovereign 9 


+ 
vs Ne 


- Bas, as 7 Conteive,. « we are deeply in. 


rerefled in” \ the conduct of 7575 noble ber. 


en, we are therefore authoriſe: to enguire 
into . the motives of it, and. 1. think WE? 
may rely u Bon the following account.” He 


hid early i in Ke Coricerved {for nie very ex- 


;--r the ory ee eee 


to 4 rect the adminifiration, - 


Vern the ſeuereigu. He 2 75 lerer NET ; 
710 longer” bold an empleyi ment, by which he 
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ting, Fece: ved at L, u Aon, equal terms 
of 2 grace and favour Barb? ather JubjeBts, 


25 Fraportion” 20 their Per, onal 9 merit, g 
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their birtb an! fortune.” 2 was © fame- 
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9 chird noble perſon {ce $ it A 100. 

ter 'of his indignation, that his ſovereign 
will not again enter Into his denke and. 
{\ ubmit himſelf to EY ſecond pupil! age. 
He would gain by force. that. powergy 
with which neither che Wildhm of his 
royal Father, nor the ; appre chenhons of 
the people, would intruſt him in che 
year 1751. But of w hat 1 injuries does 
he complain? He has been treated, du 5 
ring the preſent . reign, and more elſe=; 

cially during the, preſent adminiſtration, 
with every « diſtinction due to his rank 
and relation to the crown. Even in the. 
lateſt inſtance, when a plan was ormed. 
by the miniſtry for the reduction of the 
Havanna, it was immediately lent. to, 
him for his approbation. | The g com 
mander i in chief was appointed accord- | 
ing to his nomination. Every thing he 
aſked in order to ſecure the ſucceſs of 
the expedition was inſtantly complied 
with. The vigour of the miniſtry ſee- 
med to ſecond his demands. Neyer were 
any troops better appointed. Upon what * 
pretence of complaint, therejore,. can 
he enter into an unnatural alliance in 


B 2 oppoſition 
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oppoſition to the intereſts of his own 
Family ? What views of future power 
can tempt him to join with a man, whom 
he moſt ſincerely deteſts, to diſtreſs the 
Crown, to which he is ſo nearly related? 
Is. it Agrippina's s impotence of ambition, 
eo lædi, quia non regnaret ? Does he 
conſider himſelf a prince of the blood, 
and is this his proper conduct? Does he 
acknowledge himſelf a ſubject, and is 
this his proof of duty to his ſovereign? N 
But, in truth, he is as much a ſubject to 
the Crown, and, in all human probabi- 
lity, as far removed from the throne, as 
any private gentleman in England; Oli- 
ver Cromwell indeed roſe to the tyranny 
of his country, as a private gentleman, | 
and Richard the Third as an uncle. 

We have oftèn been reproached with 
our apprelicafions of” military power. 
Whether thoſe” apptehenfi6ns" were in. 
themſelves jult 6 or not, We certainly were 
juſtified, in being Watchful to repel even 
a potlible danger, ſo fotmidable indeed 4 
ſo fatal, to the liberty of our country.“ 
It is wiſdom to foreſee ſuch datiger'; 4 , 
is courage to meet it in its ts approach”; it it 


. 


is our duty to die or to repel it. But 
now what will they who uſed to impute 
our fears ' to us as crimes; what wall”. 


7 


to ſuch ſeyerity, ſuch cruelty, fo ſenſihly 


ment, and joins u nder ſuch a leader, in 
ES) e We! N 5-574 Tar | 
ſuch a caufe, muſt give us very ſerious , 


Right Hencuate Gentleman's abilities. 
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man, upon 8 Sylla, either YE Lars ar. 


| neglected to ſmile, was butchered by his 


guards. Aenne e dn 5: | 
Shall we than. unite with him. 5 in * 
ſigns - of ſuch. dreadful apprehenſions to 
the very being. of the conſtitution ? we 
haye in reproach, been called the dupes 
of many) oppoſitions. Adhering to our 
common principles, we have deſpiſed 
ſuch reprœach. Vet in honour to our 
— — . — let us not be the dupes 
to thoſe, who invite us to join in our o] 
deſtruction, and the deſtruction of what 
ever is moſt dear to us. But how does 
this noble perſon propoſe ta himſelf. a 
poſſibility : of engaging us to. ſupport. 


115 qppoſition? by what methods does 5 


he. propoſe | to carry this extraordinary 
prqject. into execution? By methods as 
0 as 25 — 7 nl A, 
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ver us, an. influence — ary 

to turn us from qur\intereſt, our duty, 

and IR! 4 atitude 1 
e opinion 2 1 the 


His 


(1s 1 

His influence amongſt us is acknowled- 
ged. But what arguments can poſſtbhj 
convince us, that we ought to engage 
in this oft unnatural alliance? What 
eloquence ſeduce us, from our preſent 
Honourable ſituation?” we are here pla- 
ced. between the perſon of our ſoyerei gn, 
and, the dangerous rage d of party; bet- 
ween the prerogatives of his Crown, 
appointed; by the wiſdom of the eonſti- 
tution, and. the intrigues of precipitate 
ambition, joined withothe atrogande ef 
Family, and led on by a ſpirit chat de- 
lighteth in blood. If the Prerogatives; 
granted to the throne by O, anceſtors,” 
are either oppreſſive or dangerous to Hz 

berty, let them be legally taken away. 
Hut let it be well conſidered before they 
are given to another part of the conſtitu- 
tion, ſome of whom have already ſhewn 
char? inclination to render hen 
formidable to the liberty of their country. 
In proof of his aſſertion, three or four 
ſamilies have formed an oppoſition, that 
dares to threaten and inſult their ſove- 
reiß 9 have allumed to n 
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of whigs; they have given t to us, countty gen- 
tlemen, as,moſt:i ignominious, the no longer ex- 
iſting name of tories. 


ver 


to dür intereſt of uniting 1 ih thelt noble per- 
ſons. I ſhould chink t almoſt an indignity to 


| Lain'(perſuaded;” will act upon otliell motives, 
thoſe! of prirreiple and hon Hour ; of Pprobity and 
wlove for our country. Such have hitherto been 
the motives of our conduct, and ſurely nothing 
can hereafter be given us in exchange for our in- 
tegrity; no recompenet for the violation of that 
character, which we have always, not + truſt, 
we ſhall always maintain. 
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